
PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF THE TARRYTOWNS

ACADEMIC ELIGIBILITY POLICY

Philosophy

The Board of Education, in conjunction with the Superintendent, Administration and Faculty of
the Public Schools of the Tarrytowns, encourages student participation in athletics and
extracurricular activities while recognizing the importance of maintaining academic standards.
This policy reflects the common goals of sustaining academic achievement while participating in
extracurricular activities. The goal is for students to participate and learn so that they might
develop the skills needed to reach their potential in both extracurricular activities and in the
classroom.

It is the intention that this policy supports education and serves as a guide to help participating
students remain focused, maintain academic standards and remain eligible. Students who become
academically ineligible will be given the opportunity to regain full eligibility status through
adherence to the guidelines outlined in this policy. In the event that a student feels that they have
been inappropriately deemed ineligible, they can appeal this decision as set forth in this policy.

General Academic Eligibility Statement

This policy applies to all grade 7-12 extracurricular activities that meet multiple hours per week
and includes any clubs and/or athletic teams which require this level of commitment (see list of
activities at the end of this policy). Participation in extracurricular activities is a privilege, not a
right; therefore, students are expected to maintain a certain level of academic performance in
order to participate in extracurricular programs. Academic performance will be monitored during
the entire school year and students must meet the following criteria in order to participate in the
listed extracurricular activities.

Academic Standard

A student is expected to maintain a program of five and a half (5.5) classes (or the equivalent),
show passing grades in all of their classes for each marking period, as well as regularly attend
classes as per Policy #5100. Student performance will be reviewed at the end of each progress
report and marking period (further known as Eligibility Period). An ineligibility list will be
shared with designated staff after each progress report or marking period report is finalized -
approximately every five weeks. Each individual student who is deemed ineligible at that time
will receive notification.  In order to remove themselves from any level of probation, a student
must be passing all courses at the next quarter or mid-quarter report.



Eligibility Standards

1. Level 1:  Academic Probation
a. If a student receives one failure on the progress report or on the report card,

he/she/they will be placed on “academic probation”. A student on academic
probation:

i. may fully participate in all extracurricular activities and interscholastic
sports;

ii. must attend at least two days per week of the Academic Assistance
Program (AAP).  Students  must report to this program after school, even
if they plan to attend extra help from another classroom teacher.  To do
this, the student must check into AAP, get a pass from the Academic
Assistance supervisor and then return with a signed pass from the teacher
with whom the student met or have the teacher send an email to the AAP
Supervisor. This pass must indicate the time.  If the pass does not show
that the student attended extra help for the same time the student is out of
AAP, attendance to Academic Assistance will not be counted for that day;

iii. is required to submit a weekly academic progress sheet to his/her/their
coach or club advisor or Academic Eligibility Supervisor in order to
participate, play and/or practice.  Failure to submit this sheet or attend the
required days of the Academic Assistance Program will result in the
individual having to sit out the next extracurricular game or activity,
contest or performance.

b. If after the next mid-quarter progress report or end-of-quarter report card the
student is still failing the same course, the student will be moved to a Level 2
status and have “limited participation.” Additionally, the student may be required
to meet with a coach/advisor/counselor/teacher to determine next steps.

2. Level 2:  Limited Participation
a. If a student receives two failures on the progress report or the report card or

sustains a failing grade in one class for ten or more weeks, the student’s
participation will be limited . A student who is on Level 2:

i. may only participate in practices, but may not participate in games,
competitions or other activities. For students in activities which do not
regularly compete/perform, their hours of participation will be limited.
Anyone in a lead role for a performance who is on Level 2 may be placed
in an alternate role at the director’s discretion;

ii. must attend at least three days per week of Academic Assistance;
iii. is required to submit a weekly academic progress sheet to his/her/their

coach, club advisor or the Supervisor for Academic Eligibility in order to
practice or be considered for an appeal. Failure to submit this sheet or
attend the required days of Academic Assistance will result in the
individual being placed on a Level 3 for one week.



b. If the student’s academic performance improves after a minimum of two and a
half weeks within the five week period, the student may request an “appeal” (see
below) for reconsideration of his/her/their Level 2 status.

c. If after the next mid-quarter progress report or end-of-quarter report card the
student is still failing two courses, the student’s eligibility status will convert to
Level 3 or “Ineligible” status.

3. Level 3:  Ineligible
a. If a student receives three or more failures on the mid-quarter progress report or

end-of-quarter report card OR has been failing any two classes for ten or more
weeks, the student will be ineligible to participate in the listed  extracurricular
activities for the next five weeks. A student who is on Level 3 or ineligible:

i. May not participate in any extracurricular activities that fall under the
purview of this policy;

ii. must attend four days per week of Academic Assistance;
iii. is required to submit a weekly academic progress sheet to the student’s

coach, club advisor or the Academic Eligibility Supervisor.  Failure to
submit this sheet or attend the required days of Academic Assistance will
result in the individual not being eligible for an appeal prior to the next
mid-quarter progress report or end-of-quarter report card;

iv. a team of educators will convene to review any additional supports or
assistance to help the student improve their academic performance.

b. If the student’s academic performance improves after a minimum of two and a
half weeks within the five week period, the student may request an “appeal” (see
below) for reconsideration of his/her/their ineligible status.

Tryout Period

Due to the brief and specific dates for athletic tryouts, auditions and certain extracurricular
activities, students will be permitted to tryout or audition regardless of their eligibility status. The
ability to tryout and audition does not give the student the ability to participate if selected unless
the student meets the Academic Standard required in this policy. It is up to the discretion of the
coach/director/advisor whether or not they choose to select an individual for the activity.

Fall Sports & Extracurricular Activities

The June report card final end-of-year grades will determine the fall eligibility status for any
student entering grades 10-12. If a student has any final grades below 65, those grades will
dictate whether or not the student is eligible to compete in the fall, unless the sport/activity
begins after the issuance of the first quarter progress report.  If proof of the student’s successful
completion of the course(s) in summer school is submitted to the building Principal, the student’s
eligibility status will be re-evaluated.



Appeals

A student or his/her/their parent/guardian may appeal the student’s ineligibility status to the
Academic Eligibility Committee. The Academic Eligibility Committee will be composed of the
principal and/or assistant principal and may also include the athletic director, performing arts
chair, support personnel, counselor, teacher or Academic Assistance staff leader who can speak
on behalf of the efforts of the student.

Completing the Appeals Process:  In order to appeal their status, a student must complete the
“Academic Ineligibility Status Change Request Form” (see school counselor for form or website
for link) for each class the student is failing and meet with an administrator, their counselor or
the AAP Supervisor to review and discuss the appeal. An appeal cannot happen until at least 2.5
weeks have passed since the end of the quarter or the mid-quarter date (official dates will be
created by the administration and posted on the district website), the student has actively worked
toward improving his/her/their grades, and the student fulfilled the Academic Assistance and
Weekly Academic Progress Sheets required for the assigned eligibility level.  The only exception
is if there is a teacher error on the progress report/report card.  In those cases, an appeal can be
granted immediately once the appeal form is completed.

In all cases other than a teacher error, it is the sole responsibility of the student and/or their
representative (i.e. counselor, support personnel, teacher, etc.) or his/her/their parent/guardian to
present specific facts and circumstances regarding the student’s academic performance and
provide proof that his/her/their academic performance has improved sufficiently to meet the
standards set forth in this policy and that the student has met all the Academic Assistance and
Weekly Academic Progress Sheets requirements. The committee shall examine the specific facts
of each case and render a decision within three school days of the appeal. During the appeal
process, the student may not practice or play and/or participate in extracurricular activities
beyond what is allowed by his/her/their eligibility status. The decision of the appeal is at the sole
discretion of the Academic Eligibility Committee and is final.

NOTE:  A dropped class does not automatically reduce the number of failing courses for a
student. If a student does drop a class that they were failing, that failure will only be considered
“resolved” at the next five-week check point. In order to demonstrate good academic standing,
the student must maintain passing grades in all remaining classes for the rest of that progress
report period. (All appeals are at the discretion of the Academic Eligibility Committee.)

If a student is granted an appeal, the student will still be required to complete the weekly
academic progress sheet for the remainder of their athletic/performance season.  The progress
report must show that the student is regularly completing their work and is maintaining passing

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1J4R_xoBGAcbFd4MR7TCdpQnncTT1m6u9j5EF-V-InAs/edit?usp=sharing


grades in all of his/her/their classes; if the student does not, his/her/their original eligibility status
will be reinstated and maintained until the next 5-week check point.

Enforcement

Failure to adhere to one’s academic probation status will result in an extended probation for that
student or possible removal from the team/activity. In addition, once a student violates the policy,
the student loses the right to appeal his/her/their probationary status. NOTE: Students who are
absent from one or more Academic Assistance sessions for unapproved reasons will lose
eligibility to participate (the consequence for missing AAP is described under each eligibility
level.)

Activities Impacted by Academic Eligibility

All sports teams (every level)
Extracurricular Performing Arts Ensembles/Groups

Drama Production
Field Trips (up to discretion of Administration)
Literary Magazine (during publishing season)

Mock Trial (during competition seasons)
Musical Production

Honor Societies
Newspaper

Student Council (during major event seasons)
Tech Crew (during major event seasons)

Yearbook
Peer Mentors

NOTE: The building principal has the authority to limit students from activities that
require multiple hours of extracurricular time.

This list is not exhaustive and can be modified based on the level of commitment required
by the activity in any given year.
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ACADEMIC ELIGIBILITY STATUS CHANGE REQUEST FORM

Student Name Teacher Name

Course Period Quarter

Class Grade at time of Report Present Grade in Class

Reason for Change in Class Status:

Miscalculation/Recording Error

Work Completed (List Assignments now completed)

Other:

For students who are appealing a change in status, what actions has the student taken in order to
improve his/her standing in the class (circle all that apply):

Completed late or missing assignments

Completed Extra Credit

Improved attitude/participation in class

Attended Extra Help (List dates):

Other:

If you are a student interested in appealing your eligibility, you MUST be passing all courses and write a
brief letter on the back of this form requesting the appeal from the Academic Eligibility committee.
Appeals will only be considered two weeks after the original notice was given, unless there was a teacher
error. Check the box if you are appealing.

Teacher Signature Date

Parent Signature Date

Principal Approval Date


